
GOVERNMENT OF GIBRALTAR  
MINISTRY FOR CULTURE, HERITAGE, SPORT & LEISURE 

310 Main Street  
Gibraltar 

 
 

 

 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
No.  176/2008  
 
Date.  22nd July 2008  
 
GIBRALTAR MUSEUM- CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PROJECT GETS OFF THE GROUND 
 
A new project, looking at the more recent prehistory of Gibraltar – the Neolithic – has got off 
the ground this week. A team from the University of Cambridge, led by Dr Nicole Boivin, is in 
Gibraltar to work in collaboration with the Gibraltar Museum. The Neolithic, or New Stone 
Age, is the last period of prehistory and has not been studied in detail on the Rock. It dates to 
around 5,400 BC and signals the arrival of farming from the eastern Mediterranean. The 
arrival in Gibraltar signals the reaching of the western end of the Mediterranean of people, 
cultures and ideas that spread across Europe from the Fertile Crescent. Previous preliminary 
work undertaken by the Gibraltar Museum suggests that the Neolithic inhabitants of the Rock 
were primarily fishermen. The project aims to understand this critical period of Gibraltar’s 
history, thousands of years after the disappearance of the Neanderthals. 
 
The main sites being examined during this first season are in the vicinity of Europa. The 
Cambridge team is using the facilities at the museum’s field centre at Parson’s Lodge where 
the excavated material is being processed and the finds catalogued prior to being taken to 
the Gibraltar Museum.  
 
The Minister for Culture, Heritage, Sport and Leisure, the Hon Edwin Reyes, will take the 
opportunity of the work and visit the Parson’s Lodge Field Centre and discuss the project and 
findings with the participants. The News Media are invited to attend the visit which will be on 
Wednesday 23rd July, 2008, at 4pm at Parson’s Lodge. 
 
 

 
 
Note to Editors: For further information contact Marie Mosquera at the Gibraltar Museum on 
74289. Alternatively email museumpr@gibraltar.gi 
 

 

Telephone: (350) 20047592; Fax: (350) 20047579; E-mail: minculture@gibtelecom.net 


	GOVERNMENT OF GIBRALTAR
	PRESS RELEASE

